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"Junichiro Koizumi, the Japanese prime minister, has called China's bluff. By
publicly expressing deep remorse for the ‘tremendous damage and suffering'
inflicted by Japanese imperial forces in Asia in the 1930s and 1940s, Mr Koizumi
has given Beijing the apology it has been stridently demanding ... True, Mr
Koizumi's words of regret at the Asia-Africa summit in Jakarta were almost
identical to an apology given by Japan a decade ago, but ... given the resentment in
Japan over Beijing's constant reminders of a war that ended 60 years ago, his
apology at such a public forum should not be taken lightly." (Financial Times
Editorial, April 23, 2005)
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